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What is an A+CE course?

A+CE stands for “Academic Achievement through Community Engagement” which will be implemented through UHD’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP).  All PSY 1303, Introduction to Psychology courses will function as part of the QEP, which aims to improve students’ critical thinking through community engagement. 

How will the Quality Enhancement Plan be applied to PSY 1303? 

Given the nature of the course and social issues faced by the community, students enrolled in PSY 1303 will examine and analyze current events related to mental health issues.

How does the Quality Enhancement Plan benefit UH-D students?

The Quality Enhancement Plan strategically targets first-time-in-college (FTIC) students in order to improve academic success and student retention. FTIC students who earn a C or better in A+CE designated courses will receive milestone recognition awards throughout their first two years. Additionally, FTIC students who completed four A+CE designated courses while maintaining an overall 2.5 GPA during their first two years of college will be recognized as “Engaged Scholars” at an award celebration. 

What student learning objectives will be related to the Quality Enhancement Plan, and must be added to PSY 1303?

“Students will be able to analyze community issues with respect to different perspectives, theories, or solutions.”

What teaching and learning activities will be included in my PSY 1303 course to address the Quality Enhancement Plan?

Raise AWARENESS:

Students will examine and analyze a recent current event concerning mental health. Students will present in-depth information from relevant sources representing different points of view or approaches with regard to the selected mental health issue.

What assignment will evaluate the Quality Enhancement Plan learning outcome?

Mental health awareness is an important issue in our society. This assignment gives students the opportunity to apply psychological theories or concepts to a real-life, mental health current event.  Depending on what theory/concept and current event is chosen, the student might have to read ahead in the textbook if the concept has not yet been covered in class. Please see the following pages for complete instructions regarding this assignment.




Critical Thinking Assignment Instructions

In general, this assignment requires students to (1) identify, examine, and analyze a current event that can be associated with mental health using psychological perspectives that have been discussed in class; and (2) outline at least one way to increase the public’s knowledge of mental health issues. 

This assignment is worth 15% of your overall grade. See below for specific paper requirements.


For Part 1 of the paper, each student should: 

· Select a current issue or event that is related to a mental health issue.  This event has to have occurred (or been in the media) within the last year.  Students can focus on a particular mental health issue or approach it more generally.  In other words, this current event may stand on its own or stem from social, political, religious, environmental, or other concerns.  

· Choose two perspectives that have been discussed over the course of the semester (e.g., biological, cognitive, social, developmental, behavioral, psychodynamic, etc). Using these two perspectives, compare and contrast them regarding the selected current event.  In other words, students must analyze and pros and cons of each perspective as they apply to the issues.  This portion of the paper should:
· Discuss how these perspectives explain what is occurring with regard to this mental health issue.  (How can the concepts/theories selected be used to explain the current event/issue?  How well do they explain the event?)  
· Organize arguments to reveal differences and similarities in the views; include insights and information from relevant sources.
· Use sources to support ideas and back up factual claims. Your psychology textbook is an appropriate source.
· Be mainly analytical.  Although a portion of the paper will be devoted to describing the current event/issue, as well as to a general discussion of the psychological perspectives, the vast majority of the paper should consist of the student’s analysis.

· Discuss which perspective best explains the current mental health issue, based on the student’s analysis.  
· Each student must critically analyze and explain why the chosen perspective is a better choice than the other.


For Part 2 of the paper, each student should:

· Describe a way to increase the public’s knowledge of mental health issues.  This strategy must be based on the perspective that was argued in Part 1 as the best explanation of the current event.  
· Refer to relevant psychological research that supports this proposed strategy. Your psychology textbook is an acceptable source of research.
· Discuss possible limitations of the proposed strategy.

Formatting requirements:

· At least 750 words (approximately 3 double-spaced pages)
· Typed
· Double-spaced
· 1-inch margins all around
· 12-point Times New Roman font

To receive top marks on this assignment, students must:

· Have a clear topic outlined at the onset of the paper.
· Clearly describe how mental health awareness would increase using the chosen paradigm.
· Come to a clear conclusion about the best course of action.
· Papers should be well-written, organized, and coherent.  Analyses should be in-depth and thorough.   The textbook should be properly cited when discussing the theory/concept, and all sources should be included on the references page.

Refer to the next page for assessment information.































Critical Thinking: Inquiry and Analysis Assessment Rubric

	
	Needs Improvement
	Average
	Excellent

	Existing Knowledge, Research, and Viewpoints
	Uses unreliable, irrelevant sources
No or unclear viewpoint presented
No description of research/knowledge
	Uses mostly credible, relevant sources
Presents a single viewpoint
Limited description of research/knowledge
	Uses credible, relevant sources
Presents more than one viewpoint
Detailed description of research/knowledge 

	Design Process
	No clear description of method or illogical method used for developing the strategy
Failed to use research/theory to guide strategy selection
	Mostly logical method described for developing strategy
Used research/theory to guide strategy selection
	Logical method used for developing strategy
Selected appropriate/accurate research/theory to guide strategy selection

	Analysis
	Listed evidence or failed to provide evidence
Failed to identify patterns across the information
	Organized evidence, but did not identify patterns across the information
	Synthesized/compared/contrasted evidence to identify patterns across the information

	Strategy Selection
	Unclear, broad, and/or unrelated to evidence and/or discipline strategy that addresses social issue, or
Strategy fails to address social issue
	Manageable, evidence-based and discipline-specific strategy that partially addresses social issue
	Creative, focused, manageable, evidence-based and discipline-specific strategy to fully address social issue

	Limitations and Implications
	Fails to describe strengths and/or weaknesses of the strategy
	Describes strengths and weaknesses of strategy
	Uses evidence to fully describe strengths and weaknesses of strategy

	Conclusions
	Fails to provide a personal reflection
	Provides a brief personal reflection 
	Provides a rich personal reflection 
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